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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                             December 13, 2020 
 

Theme for the Day- 

Today we hear from each of our texts about the saving work of Jesus, but especially 
John the Baptizer points forward to the coming of Jesus and the greater things we see 

in His coming. 

 

 

Opening Hymn    357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 
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6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Confession and Absolution 

 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit       Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

Show us your steadfast love, | O Lord,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 
Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 
Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 
Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Kyrie 
 LSB 186 

 

 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis   (omitted for Advent)  

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
our     hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Old Testament Reading          Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

In this text we hear the words of the LORDôs servant, the promised Messiah speaking about Himself and the work of the LORD that 
He will come to accomplish on behalf of Godôs people.  Just as the infant born to Mary will be clothed with salvation and 
righteousness as the Son of God, so He promises to clothe us in His saving work. 
 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
8For I the LORD love justice; 
 I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual      Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 

Epistle        1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

This is Paulôs concluding statement of encouragement and benediction for those who believe in Christ.  His prayer ï and ours 
today ï is that we rejoice, give thanks to God and be ñkept blamelessò in the Lordôs grace until Christôs second coming. 
 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 
21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel         John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 

  
This is Johnôs account of the coming of John the Baptizer and a description of his special calling to announce the coming of 
Jesus as the promised Messiah and the Light of the world.  John humbly deflects all attempts of attaching glory to him and 
directs our focus, trust and worship upon Jesus alone. 

 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. . . . 
 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of 
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one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.” 
 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 
baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
Children Sermon   “Rejoice Always – Really?” 
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Hymn of the Day    345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

Sermon                                  “Rejoicing in Holiness”   
              Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

Lordõs Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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Benediction LSB 202 
 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace. 

 
 

Closing Hymn     803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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The 2021 Membership Directory is in the works.  Please review the information on the bulletin board in the Narthex 

(and make changes as needed or initial as ñOKò) to make sure that we have your most current contact information.  If 

you have college students or other adult children who are members, please provide their current contact information 

so that they can have their own entry in the directory. 

Advent Devotion Booklets are available on the table in the narthex.  
 

All members ï Continue to keep an eye on your mailbox, (the letter is on the way as of Saturday 11/28/2020.) 
the letter from our congregational president Charlie Schaefer regarding nominees and those willing to serve on a 
board.  
 

Up-coming Worship: 
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Worship ð This year with Covid we will be holding one Christmas Eve service 
at 6:30pm. and Christmas Day service at 9:00am.  Both services will be alike so we are asking families to choose 
only ONE service to attend.  You may RSVP at this time through the church office for the service you want to attend. 
 

Advent Midweek services ð Advent midweek services this year will all be online.   
This Wednesdayôs theme: ñJesus: The son of Scandalò. 
 

Christmas poinsettias ð There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for Christmas poinsettias available for 
purchase. There are 24 available to purchase at $10.00 each. Please do not take them home until after our 
Christmas Day service. 
 

2021 Calendars - The youth group is selling Godôs Creation 2021 calendars! They are $7.00 each and you must 
have exact change or write a check. Thank you 
 

In Our Prayers:  
 

Those that are ill or recovering:   Dave B, Shirley B, Cheyene C, Gloria C, Ermaleen E, Owen, Doug F, Carolyn F, Sylvia H, 
John H, Christina K, Sandy M, Gary M, Gary N, Becky P, Judy P, Gary R, Sharon R, Bud R, Terry W. 
Those in hospitals or care facilities:  Marjorie Lohmann, Meadow View of Greeley. 
Terry Wolf, Genesis Assisted Living, in Lafayette. 

 
Our Sister Congregation:   Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Broomfield.  

 

New Prayers:  
\ For the family of Loraine J. (grandmother of Tracy T. and Scott H.) as she was called into the eternal arms of Jesus on 

Tuesday. 
\ For the family of Wes D. (father of Kent D.)  who entered into the loving and eternal arms of Jesus Thursday after 

declining health and a bout with Covid. 
\ Carol and Dave M. (brother & Sister-in-law of Joy Renee N.) who have tested positive for Covid.  
\ For Pastor Dave Kind (currently the pastor at University Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis, MN) as he deliberates a call 

from University Lutheran Chapel in Boulder to serve as their new pastor.  
\ Jon S. (son-in-law to the H.) who will be having open heart surgery to replace a defective valve and repair an enlarged 

Aorta with an aneurism in the wall of the Aorta. 
\ Judy K. is in the hospital recovering from having her artificial knee replaced.  

 

 

Those celebrating birthdays this week: Duwayne Gernant, Beth McWilliams 
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries this week: Robert Farrer 

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week:   None.  

 

DAILY READINGS:  

December 13 Is 29:15—30:14: Rev 1:1–19: 14 Is 30:15–26: Rev 2:1–29: 15 Is 30:27—31:9: Rev 3:1–22: 16 Is 

32:1–20: Rev 4:1–11: 17 Is 33:1–24: Rev 5:1–14: 18 Is 34:1–2, 8—35:10: Rev 6:1–17: Micah 1:1ð7:20: 19 Is 

40:1–17: Rev 7:1–17 
 

Sharing God's Word! 
Serving All! 


