MT. CALVARY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
Ft. Lupton, Colorado 303-857-6827
www.mtcalvaryluth.org
Pastor Keith Besel
March 20th, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Theme for the DayOur Scripture Readings today all focus our attention in life away from the temptation to think that the warnings
God gives in His Word are intended for someone else. Instead we must heed those warnings as a call for us
to personally repent and turn to the LORD alone in faith.
Opening Hymn

#432 In Silent Pain the Eternal Son

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938
Tune: John L. Bell, 1949
Text: © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720

Confession and Absolution

LSB 184
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
1

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 5:4–8; antiphon: Psalm 1:6

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;*
evil may not | dwell with you.
The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;*
you hate all evil- | doers.
You destroy those | who speak lies;*
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will en- | ter your house.*
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of you.
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my | enemies;*
make your way straight be- | fore me.

Kyrie

LSB 186

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 33:7–20

The LORD appointed Ezekiel to be a “watchman” over Israel, that is, God’s representative to proclaim His truths and call His people to account when they stray
from the LORD’s way. In this text Ezekiel warns those who have been declared righteous, that they must not become proud and turn from the LORD in
unrepentant sin.
7

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,
you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak
to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your
hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
10

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are
upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
12
“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he
transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and
the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he shall
surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered,
but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he
turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by
robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16None of the sins that
he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.
17
“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 18When the righteous
turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness
and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I
will judge each of you according to his ways.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 10:1–13
As Paul is teaching New Testament Christians what it looks like to belong to Christ who has redeemed us, he specifically points back to our spiritual ancestors in
the faith and directs us to apply the warnings, punishments and lessons from their sinful ways to our context today so that we do not stray from the Rock, who is
Christ.
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I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of
them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
3
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Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as
some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.
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Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has
come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest
he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability,
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it.
P
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
P

Luke 13:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.

In this section of Luke’s Gospel Jesus teaches how crucial it is that we interpret current events around us correctly; with what God has given us in Scripture. Just
as we see storm clouds and know to be ready for a storm, so when we see the results of sin in this world we must not delay to repent and be ready for Christ’s
return at any moment.
1

There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
6
And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found
none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find
none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig
around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
4

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Sermon “God’s Warning Light”

Hymn of the Day #567 Not What These Hands Have Done

5

Thy grace alone, O God,
To me can pardon speak;
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God,
Can this sore bondage break.

6

I bless the Christ of God,
I rest on love divine,
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart
I call this Savior mine.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

“An Answer to Prayer”

Text: Ezekiel 33:7-20

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

5

Benedicamus

LSB 202

Benediction

LSB 202

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#511 Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment

Text: Moir A. J. Waters, 1906–80
Tune: David McCarthy, 1931
Text: © 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
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Thanks to Thrivent and its clients with membership, Mt. Calvary received $1803
in Choice Dollars® grant funds in 2021. Thrivent members should direct your
2021 Choice Dollars® by 3/31/2022. Go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
Thrivent Choice®—Generosity strengthens communities.

The Church Council
has decided to
restart our Safeway
Gift Card Program and they are now
looking for someone to co-lead this
effort. This position will take a very
small time commitment and offers a
person a way to help serve within
the church. Please prayerfully
consider taking this on. See Jan H if
you are interested.

A Lutheran World Relief (LWR) opportunity to
help those in the Ukraine. A Lutheran church in
Wisconsin is doubling donations up to $258,000
through April 25 to LWR. Providing food, shelter,
quilts, etc., to families who fled their homes.
Helping clinics provide medicine/supplies.
Lwr.org/match to donate or mail check to
LWR PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21298-9832.
Include “Ukraine Match” in memo line.

Those celebrating birthdays this week: none
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries this week: Larry M
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: M & B P. 23rd, D & M M.12th

In Our Prayers:
Those that are ill or recovering: Gloria C, Philip C, Peggy E, Carolyn F, Kirk F, Bill H, John H, Christina K, Chuck K, Curtis K,

Randy K, Richard K, Andrew M, Gary M, Matt M, Gary N, Becky P, Dale P, Joann P, Judy P, Rusty P, Sharon R, Conrad S,
Russ S, Terry W.
Those in hospitals or care facilities: Terry W., Genesis Assisted Living, in Lafayette
Our Sister Congregation: Mt. Zion, Boulder

New Prayers:





Becky P., who is recovering from successful breast cancer surgery.
Ginny W. (step-mother of Jessica D.) who is recovering from major organ realignment surgery that will require 6
weeks of recover.
Judah B. (Pastor and Mary Beth’s grandson) who has a fracture in his tibia.
Healing for Pastor B. who received a stem cell injection to regenerate a torn tendon in his ankle.
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Scheduled Events and Calendar Reminders
Today

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Next Sunday

9:00 am. Worship
10:45 am. Sunday school
10:45 am. Adult Bible Study
6:30 pm. Confirmation
6:00 pm. Fellowship-brown bag dinner
6:45 pm. Hymn Sing
7:00 pm. Lenten Service
8:00 pm. Choir
9:00 am. Quilters
9:00 am. Divine Bible Study
9:00 am. Worship
10:45 am. Sunday School
10:45 am. Adult Bible Study
12:00 pm. Admin Meeting

DAILY READINGS:
March 20th the Third Sunday in Lent:
Gen 27:30–45; 28:10–22; Mark 9:1–13
21 Gen 29:1–30; Mark 9:14–32;
Gen 29:31—34:31
22 Gen 35:1–29; Mark 9:33–50
23 Gen 37:1–36; Mark 10:1–12
24 Gen 39:1–23; Mark 10:13–31
25 Gen 40:1–23; Mark 10:32–52
26 Gen 41:1–27; Mark 11:1–19
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