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Welcome Guests and Visitors!
We extend a hearty and sincere welcome to all that are worshipping with us today. We want you to feel comfortable and welcome
in our midst. If you do not have a church home, we would be honored to have you consider joining our Christian family here at Mt.
Calvary. So that we can serve your needs most effectively, please complete the information on our friendship form in the red book
found at the end of each pew. We are a “family church” and we therefore welcome children in the worship service so the family
can grow together in Christ. (There is an unattended nursery at the rear of the sanctuary for your use if needed.)
“A Lenten Journey with Joseph” – This year we will use the story of God’s work in the life of Joseph in the Old
Testament as a springboard to the story of Jesus and His journey to the cross. As we apply this to our lives, we will grow
in our appreciation of God’s work in and among us right now as His people of faith. Tonight we begin with “The Genesis
of Joseph”

The Opening Hymn #440, “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”
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If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!
Tune and text: Public domain
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Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.

The Ash Wednesday Rite for the Imposition of Ashes
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential
reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of
a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly
bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts, keeping the feast in sincerity and truth.

Silence for reflection.
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O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us,
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us,
Help us, good Lord.
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat;
by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by
the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter;
Help us, good Lord.
In the times of our tribulation; in the times of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the Day of Judgment;
Help us, good Lord.
We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.
To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in the true
faith; to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance;
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the
distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; to give abundant
blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all;
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
O, Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
O, Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
O, Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

The Confession of Sins
P & C O Christ, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We
implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to
dust we shall return. We truly deserve Your punishment now and forever. We understand that at Your sacrifice
it was our sin that nailed You to the cross. Because of Your love, and through Your gift of faith, we also know
that our sin remains on that cross. For You have graciously pardoned our sins. Amen.
Each person is invited to come forward to:
 receive, if desired, the sign of the cross in ashes upon the forehead,
 symbolically nail his/her sins to the cross
 return to your seat and sing the penitential hymns.
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Hymns during the Imposition of Ashes
# 419, “Savior When in Dust to You”

# 570, “Just As I Am Without One Plea”
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come

Tune and text: Public domain
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The Absolution of Sins
P Now fully aware of your sin and the result of death and condemnation that it brings; having confessed both your sinful
nature and your sins committed—those of which you are aware and that disturb your soul, I ask you; Do you believe
that the word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you is from the Lord Himself?
C Yes, we do.
P Are you certain as was the Apostle Paul, that “neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”? (Romans 8:38-39)
C Yes, we are certain. With Isaiah we know that Jesus “was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed
for our iniquities;” … that “the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” … “and with His stripes we are
healed” (Isaiah 53:5-6).
P Therefore receive the forgiveness of Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and resurrection. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
P & C Amen, “Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the LORD has been good to you!” (Psalm 116:7)

The Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you love all that you have created and you forgive the
sins of those who come to you with humble and contrite hearts. Create in us clean and honest hearts,
so that, as we repent of our sins, we may receive full pardon and forgiveness; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Genesis 30:22-24
We have just finished hearing about all of Joseph’s children through his wife Leah and his two concubines – 10 sons and 1 daughter. Yet his wife
Rachel has not been able to bear any children to this point. Now all of that changes as God grants her a son named Joseph.
22

Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23She conceived and bore
a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May the LORD
add to me another son!”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

St. Paul urges the believers in Corinth to recognize and confess their sin and come before the Lord God in humility so that the conflict between them
and God, caused by sin, might be reconciled in the “joyous exchange” of Jesus when He took our sin upon Himself and gave us His righteousness.
20b

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
1
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every
way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
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nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech,
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor
and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Reading from the Passion History
(Read in a manner that harmonizes the parts about Christ’s Passion from all four of the Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John.)

The Sermon Hymn #569, “In Adam we Have All Been One”

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth;
Thou Son, O set us free
From fancied wisdom, self- sought ways,
To make us one in Thee.
D 6 Then shall our song united rise
To Thine eternal throne,
Where with the Father evermore
And Spirit Thou art one.

The Sermon “The Genesis of Joseph”
Text: Genesis 30:22-24

Responsive Prayer
P Lord God, sometimes our hearts are glazed over and hardened by grief,
C We wonder in the middle of our pain whether we can trust you or not.
P Sometimes, we even wonder if you are our enemy.
C Help us to take a long look at the hand you stretch out to us in Jesus Christ.
P Help us to make a choice for faith instead of despair.
C Help us to see that the hand you offer us is one that is scarred with pain.
P Help us to accept the comfort given by your bleeding love.
C Because we can’t see you, O God, help us to listen, and listen closely.
P For your words give hope to the hopeless, courage to the fearful, and joy to the downcast.
C Chiefly, let us hear and believe these words for the ages, “Take, eat, this is my body. Take, drink, this is my
blood.”
P In your holy name we pray, Jesus.
C Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
P
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn #562, “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall ”

5 As by one man all mankind fell
And, born in sin, was doomed to hell,
So by one Man, who took our place,
We all were justified by grace.

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours,
New light, new hope, new strength,new pow’rs.
This grace our ev’ry way attend
Until we reach our journey’s end.

Tune and text: Public domain
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THOSE WHO SERVE:
Acolyte: Clay Gabel Elder: Nathan Deepe Organ: Jan Hagen
Ushers: Raf Tiscareño & Jeremy Kirschenman
Altar Guild: Charlotte Brasher & Misty Kirschenman

The Imposition of Ashes
The symbol of ashes is rooted in the Biblical practice of sitting in ashes (dressed in rough
fabric) during a time of repentance that has been carried forward through ancient customs to
today. In a Jewish and Christian context, ashes suggest judgment and God's condemnation
of sin, frailty, our total dependence upon God for life, humiliation and repentance. It's all of
that and more wrapped up in one little symbol. We are reminded forcefully of the words of the
committal in the burial service, "...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust" and we can not avoid the fact that because
of our sin, those words will be said over us one day (providing Christ doesn't return first of course).
Ashes also suggest cleansing and renewal. They were once used as a cleansing agent in the absence of soap, and on
Ash Wednesday the ashes have sometimes been understood as a penitential substitute for water as a sign of Baptism.
Since Baptism is a primary emphasis of Lent, this sign is especially meaningful as we begin this solemn season. Water
both stifles and refreshes, drowns and makes alive; in a similar way the ashes also tell of both death and renewal.
The order of our beginning activities this evening is intentional. We begin with a litany and general confession of sins that
is immediately followed by the receiving of ashes in the shape of the cross on our forehead. Well aware of our sin we
then move to the cross and pound a nail into it. This reminds us that it is our sin that nailed Jesus to the cross and also
that our sin was paid for and remains there. Finally we will return to our seats, singing the penitential hymns and
anxiously await the pronouncement of absolution (forgiveness) upon us as from the Lord Jesus Himself. In this way the
imposition of the ashes serves as the bridge between its double meaning of reaffirming our need for repentance - and the
cleansing of our sins attained by Christ on the cross. For this evening then we will have a visible reminder of the invisible
mark that was made on our forehead in baptism, as the baptismal service says, "to mark us as one redeemed by Christ."
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