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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Theme for the DayOn this fourth Sunday after Epiphany our Old Testament and Gospel Readings are connected to the theme of declaring the
Godly and all-powerful authority of God’s Word as it is declared through His prophets and ultimately through His Son,
Jesus. The Epistle Reading shows the all-encompassing power of God’s love as it is revealed to us in Christ and displayed in
and among us as we share His love with others.

Opening Hymn #845 Where Charity and Love Prevail

5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

6

For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
Tune: Public domain

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 203

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C
P

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
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Confession and Absolution

LSB 203

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 10:16–18; antiphon: v. 12

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift | up your hand;*
forget not the af- | flicted.
The LORD is king forever and | ever;*
the nations perish | from his land.
O LORD, you hear the desire of the af- | flicted;*
you will strength- | en their heart;
you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and | the oppressed,*
so that man who is of the earth may strike ter- | ror no more.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Arise, O LORD; O God, lift | up your hand;*
forget not the af- | flicted.

Kyrie

LSB 204

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 204
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C
P

C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant
strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Jeremiah 1:4–10
At his calling Jeremiah is reluctant to serve as God’s prophet, using the excuses of youth and inability to speak well. Yet the Lord shows him that the ability to
proclaim God’s Word to His people does not come from us humans but from the Lord Himself. God’s Word has its own authority and only the Lord gives His
people the courage and power to proclaim His truth.
4

Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6

Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.”
7

But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’;
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,
and whatever I command you, you shall speak.
8
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
declares the LORD.”

9

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me,
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.
See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
10

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

3

Epistle

1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13
In the previous chapter Paul taught us how crucial it is that all Christian believers recognize how God, through His power and grace in Word and Sacrament, has
gifted each of us with special, Spiritual gifts to be used in God’s service. Now in this famous “Love Chapter” Paul teaches how the love of Christ works in and
among us as we use His gifts in our relationships with others.

I will show you a still more excellent way.
1
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver
up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes,
the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Gospel
P
C

Luke 4:31–44

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Having just been rejected by those in His hometown who did not accept His authority, Jesus now comes to Capernaum where we find Him teaching on the
Sabbath. These people recognize the authoritative nature of His preaching. In this text Jesus’ interactions show His Godly authority over Satan and illness and
death
31

[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32and they were
astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33And in the synagogue there was a man who had the
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent
and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him
no harm. 36And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him went out into every place in the
surrounding region.
38
And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high
fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and
immediately she rose and began to serve them.
40
Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and
he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the
Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.
42
And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and
would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to
the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

5

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Hymn of the Day

“The Greatest Thing in the World “

#706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720

Sermon

“How to Be a Better Lover”

Text: 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13

Prayer of the Church
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
6

Benedicamus
P
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

#533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
Tune: Public domain
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TODAY we will be having a Special Voter’s Meeting to install
Scott A as Vice President of the congregation. Please plan to attend this brief meeting after the
worship service at 10:35!
Also, all board members are expected to be at the Leadership Welcome Meeting THIS Saturday,
February 5th at 5:30pm. Bring your own snacks.
This is the last week for Donations for Marshall Fire Victims- Please drop your gift cards in the marked box. If you prefer to
give a financial gift, do NOT write a check to Mt. Calvary, instead, make it out to the “Rocky Mountain District”, write
“Disaster Response Fund” on the memo line, and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you for your support of our Colorado
community.
Today is the deadline:
Make sure you have checked your directory info. PLEASE put a checkmark if everything is correct, or
add/change what is needed. Also, please make sure the office has a current phone number and email,
even if you do not want it published. You are welcome to email the office with that information and
directory changes as well. secretary@mtcalvaryluth.org

There is a new flower chart posted!
The purchase of Altar Flowers is a wonderful way to support our church and to recognize loved
ones. Cost is $25/ vase. Make checks to MCLC with ALTAR FLOWERS in the memo. You may take
them home after services, but please return the vase to the office. Also, let the secretary know you ordered so it can be
posted in the bulletin.
This week’s Altar Flowers are dedicated by Judy P, in Honor of Dale’s birthday this week.

In Our Prayers:
Those that are ill or recovering: Dave B, Shirley B, Gloria C, Peggy E, Annie F, David F,

Doug F, Carolyn F, Kirk F, Chuck K, Bill H, Shirley H, Mary H, John H, Renate H, Allen H, Christina K, Curtis K, Richard K,
Andrew M, Gary M, Gary N, Becky P, Joann P, Judy P, Rusty P, Gary R, Sharon R, Bud R, Charlie S, Terry W.
Those struggling with Covid: Tami S, Jasmine and Sara H
Those in hospitals or care facilities: Terry Wolf, Genesis Assisted Living, in Lafayette; Richard Kimball, Accel in Longmont
Our Sister Congregation: Messiah Lutheran Church, Longmont

New Prayers:









Joann D. who is recovering from oral surgery last Thursday.
Mt. Hope and the Pastor Andrew Roettjer whom they called on Saturday afternoon.
Dale P. who is awaiting results of an MRI of his back.
Diana F., (friend of Kathy S.), who had a heart valve replacement and pacemaker placed last week.
Ron S., (Greg S’s daughter’s father in law), who is in the hospital with Covid.
Allen H, who is having bladder surgery on Tuesday.
Nona S, who had emergency surgery for a torn retina on Monday.
Tammy and Randy, (friends of MaryAnn M) who both have Covid. He is in ICU in Ft Collins as it is affecting his
heart and lungs.
 Family of Bob M, (friend of Mary Ann’s) who died Thursday of lung disease.
 Matt M. (son-in-law of Arlene M.) who was diagnosed with prostate cancer.
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 Jessica P. (daughter-in-law of Sherry P.) for safe travels on a trip to Jamaca.
 Tammy C. (friend of Sherry P.) who is awaiting test results to try and figure out the cause of severe pain in her
knee.
Those celebrating birthdays this week: Dale P.
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries this week: Clay G, Doug H
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: G & L H. 24th, A & K H. 47th

DAILY READINGS:
January 30 Zech 9:1–17: 2 Tim 2:1–26;
31 Zech 10:1—11:3; 2 Tim 3:1–18;
February 1 Zech 11:4–17; 2 Tim 4:1–18;
2 Zech 12:1—13:9; (Presentation of Our Lord) Titus
1:1—2:6;
3 Zech 14:1–21; Titus 2:7—3:15;
4 Job 1:1–22; John 1:1–18;
5 Job 2:1—3:10; John 1:19–34

Scheduled Events and Calendar Reminders
Today

Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

Next Sunday

9:00 am.
10:35 am.
10:45 am.
10:45 am.
6:30 pm.
9:00 am.

Worship
Special Voter’s Meeting
Sunday school
Adult Bible Study
Confirmation
Quilters

7:30 am.
9:30 am.
5:30 pm.
9:00 am.
10:45 am.
10:45 am.

Men’s Bible Breakfast
LWML Bible Study
Leadership Welcome Meeting
Worship
Sunday school
Adult Bible Study
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