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SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY

Theme for the DayToday we celebrate Sanctity of Life Sunday. Our Scripture lessons, hymns and message emphasize the fact that
our God; the only true God is the author of life and the only God who has actively worked through His Son Jesus,
to redeem souls from the author of death (Satan) and the cause of death (our sinful nature). In Jesus' redeeming
grace, God shows how much He values all life and desires that all souls would be saved to receive the gift of life in
His family of faith and into eternity.

SERVICE OF PREPARATION
Invocation: (Matthew 28:18-20)
Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: AMEN
The Confession and Absolution:
P O God, You alone are the author and giver of life. (Acts 3:15)
C Forgive us for thinking that we, as created beings have the right to decide issues of life
that belong only to You, the Creator.
P O God, in You we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:28)
C Forgive us for thinking that our life is self-sustaining without You.
P O God, You knit me together in my mother’s womb. (Psalm 139:13)
C Forgive us for thinking that life can be unwanted and unimportant.
P O God, we are not our own: we were bought with a price.

and death, decisions

(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

C Forgive us for thinking that we belong to ourselves and can make choices outside Your

will and contrary to
Your Word.
P O Lord, You sent Your only Son that we might have life and experience it abundantly. (John 10:10)
C Forgive us for our lukewarm obedience to You. Forgive us for looking at Your many
gifts with apathy and
for our reluctance to speak out and share Your truth with others in our world.
P Our gracious and loving Father knows our failures, our weaknesses and our distorted thinking. He knows of our
silence and unwillingness to speak for those without a voice. Yet
His love and mercy are unlimited. He died on
the cross to win forgiveness for us all. As a
called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
The Psalm of the Day: Psalm 139:1-2; 13-18
1

O LORD, you have searched me and | known me!*
2
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts | from afar.
13
For you formed my | inward parts;*
you knitted me together in my | mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- | fully made.*
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it | very well.
15
My frame was not hid- | den from you,*
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths | of the earth.

16

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every | one of them,*
the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were | none of them.
17
How precious to me are your thoughts, | O God!*
How vast is the | sum of them!
18
If I would count them, they are more | than the sand.*
I awake, and I am still | with you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Prayer of the Day:
P Let us pray:

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, we praise You for the gift of life. Grant us the power and discernment by Your
Spirit to understand the great value of our human existence as You
displayed it best in Your own Son’s
incarnation to human flesh. Move us to better appreciate
Your power and love at work in every stage of our
earthly life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen
The Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Moses has just read the 10 Commandments and the book of God’s law to the people of Israel. Now he calls them to a commitment toward God that represents
the difference between death and life.
11

“For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 12It is not in heaven, that
you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13Neither is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’
14
But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.
15
“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.
16
If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by
walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his just decrees then you shall live and
multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.
17
But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I
declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan
to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his
voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Hymn of the Day: Choose Life
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Δ 6.Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

Text: vv. 1-4 Edward Geisler 1990; v. 5 Keith Besel 2021; v. 6 Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Francois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808, LSB #868, Public domain

The Gospel:

John 10:1-10
Jesus here convicts the false prophets and spiritual leaders who are not concerned about anyone but themselves. Their ways lead people into death. But He is
the Good Shepherd who came to give and sustain life for all!
1

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way,
that man is a thief and a robber.
2
But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them,
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do
not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.
7
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and
will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord;
Thanks be to God.

The Confession of Faith:
P & C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
P

What does this mean?

P & C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears,

and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals,
and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
3

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
(Martin Luther’s explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed)

The Sermon:

“The Autobiography of an Old Church Pew”
(Adapted from a story by W.R. Evans)
The Family: John and Mary; Margaret, Bill, Betty and Charlie
The Story (Part 1)
Hymn: #907 (vv. 1, 3) – “God Himself Is Present”

Text and tune: Public domain

The Story (Part 2)
Hymn: #649 (vv. 1, 2) – “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

Text and tune: Public domain
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The Story (Part 3)
Hymn: #637 (vv. 1, 2) – “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”

Text and tune: Public domain

The Story (Part 4)
Hymn: #770 – “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Text and tune: Public domain

The Story (Part 5)
Hymn: #729 (vv. 1, 4, 6) – “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”
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The Story (Part 6)
Hymn: #570 (vv. 1, 3, 5) – “Just As I Am”

The Story (Part 7)
Hymn: #744 (vv. 1, 2) – “Amazing Grace”

Text and tune: Public domain
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The Story (Part 8)
Hymn: “Precious Life Comes From Thee”
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Text: Edward P. Geisler, 1996
Music: (LSB #680), © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission.

We Offer Our Gifts To God:
The Prayer:
P Most Gracious Father, for the very gift of life itself,
C We thank You each new day.
P For protecting us while we were still being carried in our mother’s womb, for
sustaining our lives from birth to whatever stage we may now be in, for family and
food and shelter,
C We sing to You in praise and we worship You all our days.
P For the gift of faith, for bringing us back to You when we have gone astray, for
sustaining us in the one true faith and granting to us the new life that lasts forever through Your Son,
C We shout for joy and glorify Your name forever.
P O Lord, we bring before You this day these special petitions and we pray for those who are in need of Your special
care. . . Lord in Your Mercy
C

(after each petition) Hear our prayer!

P

. . . Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting ever in Your great mercy; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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P & C Amen.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
P
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His
peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: Delay not, Delay Not, All People Draw Near
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Text: Keith L. Besel Tune: C.F.W. Walther., (LSB # 480) Public Domain
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Next Sunday we will be having a Special Voter’s Meeting to install
Scott A. as Vice President of the congregation. Please plan to attend this brief meeting next
Sunday after the worship service at 10:35!
Also, all board members are expected to be at the Leadership Meeting on Saturday, February
5th at 5:30pm.
Donations for Marshall Fire Victims- The Boards of Human Care and Spiritual Outreach are collecting gift cards to help the
fire victims through the Boulder County Sheriff’s Department. Please drop your gift cards in the marked box. If you prefer to
give a financial gift, do NOT write a check to Mt. Calvary, instead, make it out to the “Rocky Mountain District”, write
“Disaster Response Fund” on the memo line, and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you for your support of our Colorado
community.

We are updating our church directory. We have posted a rough draft on the bulletin board, so PLEASE put
a checkmark if everything is correct, or add/change what is needed. Also, please make sure the office has a
current phone number and email, even if you do not want it published. You are welcome to email the office
with that information and directory changes as well. secretary@mtcalvaryluth.org

Please let us know your
envelope preference for
2023 by next Sunday, so
we can put together our
order. Leave your form on
the secretary’s desk
(blank forms can be
found there as well).
Thank you!

There is a new flower
chart posted!
The purchase of Altar Flowers is a wonderful way
to support our church and to recognize loved
ones. Cost is $25/ vase. Make checks to MCLC
with ALTAR FLOWERS in the memo. You may
take them home after services, but please return
the vase to the office. Also, let the secretary know
you ordered so it can be posted in the bulletin.

In Our Prayers:
Those that are ill or recovering: Dave B, Shirley B, Gloria C, Peggy E, Annie F, David F,

Doug F, Carolyn F, Kirk F, Chuck K, Bill H, Shirley H, Mary H, John H, Renate H, Allen H, Christina K, Curtis K,
Richard K, Gary M, Gary N, Becky P, Joann P, Judy P, Rusty P, Gary R, Sharon R, Bud R, Charlie S, Terry W.
Those in hospitals or care facilities: Terry Wolf, Genesis Assisted Living, in Lafayette; Richard Kimball, Accel in
Longmont
Our Sister Congregation: Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Boulder

New Prayers:
 Joann D. who is having oral surgery on Thursday.
 Andrew M.who is recovering from surgery to repair the fractures in his arm.
 Beautiful Savior and the full-time Pastor they called on Saturday afternoon.
 LesLee H., (mother of Scott H. & Tracy T.), who has been diagnosed with Covid.
 For Cindi, (daughter of Gary and MaryAnn M) and her family, All but the 5 year old have or are showing signs of
Covid.
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 Xander Herrera who has tested positive for Covid.
 Members of Mt. Hope Luth. in Boulder as they meet this coming Saturday to deliberate and vote upon
a pastor to call to serve as their next fulltime pastor.
Those celebrating birthdays this week: Rex S Sarah P, Roger H, David B
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries this week: Helen M, Scott H, Tracy T
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: none

Scheduled Events and Calendar Reminders
Today

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Next Sunday

9:00 am.
10:45 am.
10:45 am.
6:30 pm.
6:30 pm.
9:00 am.

Worship
Sunday school
Adult Bible Study
Musician’s Meeting
Confirmation
Quilters

9:00 am.
9:00 am.
10:45 am.
10:35 am.
10:45 am.

Divine Bible Study
Worship
Sunday school
Special Voter’s Meeting
Adult Bible Study

Calling ALL Musicians!
Because of Covid
restrictions, we are not
yet able to have choir.
HOWEVER, we can have
small groups and solos! If
you are interested in
sharing your talents or
have suggestions, please
plan to attend the meeting
this Monday at 6:30. All
are invited.

DAILY READINGS: January 23 Joel 2:18–32; Rom 11:25—12:13; 24 Joel 3:1–21 (St Timothy)
Rom 12:14—13:14; 25 Zech 1:1–21(Conversion of St Paul) Rom 14:1–23; 26 Zech 2:1—3:10 (St Titus)
Rom 15:1–13; 27 Zech 4:1—5:11; Rom 15:14–33; 28 Zech 6:1—7:14; Rom 16:17–27;
29 Zech 8:1–23; 2 Tim 1:1–18
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