MT. CALVARY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
Ft. Lupton, Colorado 303-857-6827
www.mtcalvaryluth.org
Pastor Keith Besel
January 2nd, 2022

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Theme for the Day- Today’s Scripture lessons speak to the topic of God’s Wisdom; first, as it is given to King
Solomon to help him lead God’s people according to God’s truth; second, as Paul reveals God’s deepest intention that
all people be saved by faith in Jesus and submit to the wisdom of God’s purpose; and third, as His Wisdom is
expressed in His Son, Jesus in human flesh who is later called “the Wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24).

Opening Hymn #370 What Child Is This

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 203

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C
P

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession and Absolution

LSB 203

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
1

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,*
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.
Praise the LORD, O Je- | rusalem!*
Praise your God, O | Zion!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

Kyrie

LSB 204

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may
shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament 1 Kings 3:4–15
Early in his reign as King of Israel, Solomon acknowledges to the LORD that he is but a “child” concerning his lack of experience and ability to rule over and lead
God’s people. In this text Solomon’s prayer acknowledges that God alone is the source of all true wisdom and guidance. The LORD’s gift of discernment comes
to all who humble themselves and submit to Him and His Word of truth.
4

The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt
offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall
give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be
numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I
may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”
10
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern
what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like
you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches
and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
2

15

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!

Epistle

Ephesians 1:3–14

The issue of God’s predestination has involved much debate and confusion among believers. In this text Paul seeks to set us all straight in declaring that God
has predestined all people to “adoption as sons through Jesus Christ” (v. 5). If a person rejects God’s gift, he removes himself from God’s family of faith. Yet the
LORD’s desire to gift everyone with a saving faith in Jesus remains forever pure and good.
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in
all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
10
as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his
glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Gospel
P
C

John 1:1–18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

These beginning words of John’s gospel are one of the clearest and most beloved statements about Jesus as God and the mysterious wonder of His incarnation
[becoming flesh] at His birth. John also reveals that the birth of Jesus began the spread of His light of grace and His “wisdom” of the Gospel to all the world.
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light,
that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
3

14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Sermon
Hymn of the Day

“Light that Darkness Cannot Overcome “
# 332 Savior of the Nations, Come

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.
6

7

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

D 8

. Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000720
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

4

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity

Sermon

“Flesh, Light, and Life…for You”
Text: John 1:1-18

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
P
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you His peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

# 381 Let Our Gladness Have No End

Text and tune: Public domain

5

Come and help “un-deck
the halls”- Saturday at
8:30am, we will be taking
down the church Christmas
decorations. Please come
and help out the Altar Guild.

Please remember to fill out the 2023
envelope preference form that was in
your mailbox and leave it on the
Secretary’s desk. Thank you to all
who have already done so!

We praise God for “He has done marvelous things” including healing our loved ones! On that note, if you know of someone
on our prayer list who is recovered, please help us to keep the list up-to-date by informing Tracy T. of those whom we can
remove. Also, with the New Year (and new Secretary), we will be updating our birthday/anniversary calendars and directory.
Please, kindly, let Tracy T. know if any changes need made.
Grab a 2022 calendar while there is still one left! $7 each

Our church voters’
meeting is next
Sunday after
church. We will be
voting in new
board members
and much more!

Given in memory of
Gertrude Colley who
would have celebrated her
100th birthday on
January 8th, 2022.

Thank you to everyone who joined us on New Year’s Eve for Game night!

6

In Our Prayers:
Those that are ill or recovering: Dave B, Shirley B, Gloria C, Peggy E, David F, Doug F, Carolyn F, Kirk F, Chuck K, Bill H,

Shirley H, Mary H, John H, Renate H, Allen H, Christina K, Richard K, Gary M, Gary N, Becky P, Joann P, Judy P, Rusty P,
Gary R, Sharon R, Bud R, Charlie S, Terry W.
Those in hospitals or care facilities: Terry Wolf, Genesis Assisted Living, in Lafayette; Richard Kimball, Accel in
Longmont
Our Sister Congregation: Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Broomfield

New Prayers:





The marriage of Jocelyn W. and Andrew K. (granddaughter of Charlie and Nona S.) on Sunday, Dec 26th.
Carol J. (Judy K.’s sister) who broke her shoulder whose surgery was rescheduled for this Tuesday.
Annie Farrer, (Jean and Robert F.’s niece) for continued improvement and healing of her lungs
For all of those affected by the Marshall Fire in Boulder County and the
surrounding area on Thursday.

Those celebrating birthdays this week: Ray G, Richard S
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries this week: Bryan H, Scott A
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: Kathy & Chris D 44th

Scheduled Events and Calendar Reminders
Today

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

Next Sunday

9:00 am. Worship
10:45 am. Sunday school
10:45 am. Adult Bible Study
6:30 pm. Elders’ Meeting
6:30 pm. Confirmation resumes
9:00 am. Quilters
7:30 am. Men’s Bible Breakfast
8:30 am. Take down Christmas decorations
9:30 am. LWML Bible Study
9:00 am. Worship
10:45 am. Sunday school
10:45 am. Adult Bible Study
12:00 pm. Quarterly Voter’s Meeting

DAILY READINGS:
January 2 Is 62:1–12; Luke 2:1–20; 3 Is 63:1–14; Luke 2:21–40; 4 Is 63:15—65:2; Luke 2:41–52;
5 Is 65:8–25; Luke 3:1–20 Epiphany Season January 6 Is 66:1–20 (Epiphany of Our Lord); Luke 3:21–
38; 7 Ezek 1:1–14, 22–28; Rom 1:1–17; Habakkuk 1:1—3:19; 8 Ezek 2:1—3:11; Rom 1:18–32
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